
Friday, December 16, 2016 

Celeste Bateman presents 

We’ve Got The Victory: A 

Gospel Musical 

7 PM 

$20 General Admission 

Newark Stage 

Newark Symphony Hall’s  

Upcoming Events 

Saturday, December 17, 2016 

Jersey One Shot Concert 

featuring Maino 

7 PM 

$40 General Admission  

$70 VIP 

Terrace Ballroom 

Friday, January 13, 2016 

Soul Line Dance Party  

5 PM 

$5 General Admission  

$3 Seniors 

21+ 

Terrace Ballroom 

Tickets can be purchased directly at the Newark Symphony Hall 

Box Office located at 1030 Broad Street in Newark, New Jersey or 

by telephone at (973) 643-8014. Additional fees may be applied to 

telephone purchases.  

Go Up 

NSH’S 6TH ANNUAL 

WHEN PRAISES 
 

GOSPEL SHOWCASE 

SUNDAY,  
DECEMBER 11th, 2016 

4:00 PM 



VESSELS OF PRAISE 
LITURGICAL DANCERS 

 

 Vessels fo Praise  started organically in 2014. One young lady 
along with a few of her friends approached her grandmother 
about starting a praise dance group. These young ladies truly 

wanted to praise God. This was built upon their own desires, not 
based on any parent or adult recruiting them to do so. At their 

initial performance, they did not yet have a name. By the end of 
that performance, Pastor Rev. Marshall Jenifer decided to name 

the group “The Vessels of Praise”, a very fitting name for the 
group. As the Vessels of Praise continued dancing, their 

excitement about their praise was so contagious that they 
added more members who also wanted to participate in this 
glorious form of praise. Over time, these young ladies have 

worked very diligently and pushed themselves with increasingly 
challenging dances to demonstrate their commitment to their 

act of praise. Over the past year, they have formed a very strong 
bond and it has been a very empowering and enriching 

experience for all involved. It’s impossible to watch these 
wonderful ladies without feeling their passion for the Lord.  

A Special Thank You To 
This Evening’s Ticket Sponsors 

 

ASSEMBLYWOMAN  CLEOPATRA G. TUCKER 
  

COUNCILPRESIDENT MILDRED CRUMP 
 

SOUTHWARD COUNCILMEN JOHN SHARPE 

JAMES 
 

 

ALMETTA SABB/CITY OF NEWARK SENIORS 
 

CJ MOTOR SPORT OF NEWARK 
 

ROBERT TREAT/BEST WESTERN 
 

PASTOR JOHN ARNOLD 
 

PERRY’S FUNERAL HOME  
 

 

H&M FURTINTURE AND APPLICANCES  
 

JUICE FOR LIFE 
 

BERGEN UNLIMITED WIRELESS 



KYYALE WILLIAMS  

LITURGICAL DANCER 

 
Kyyale Williams is 13 years 

old and currently attending 

Merit Preparatory Charter 

School. She expressed her 

interest in dancing at the age 

of 4. She was enrolled in 

ballet classes for one year. 

Afterwards, she tried other 

classes with different styles 

of dance until she found her 

home with Grab a Beat 

Dance Studio at the age of 9. 

While with Grab a Beat, she 

has performed in several 

talent shows, festivals, 

parades and recitals. Most 

recently she has appeared in 

an off Broadway 

performance of the play 

“Angie Jackson”.  

MAKEDA MODESTE 

LITURGICAL DANCER 
 

Makeda Modeste is a 13 year 

old 9th Grader who is 
preparing for high school next 

year.  She loves dancing and 

is a member of her school’s 

liturgical dance team and 

Grab a Beat Dance Studio. 

She and her team from GAB 

take part in every opportunity 
that presents itself to show off 

their dance talent; she was 

given a wonderful experience 

in August to be cast in 

Vincent Kee’s “Angie 

Jackson” the musical in 

Manhattan. Makeda has a 

passionate love for animals, 
wants to become a 

veterinarian as well;  she plays 

the piano, has a love for 

reading and also wants to have 

a career in dance 

choreography and music. 

Opening  

NSH’s Gospel Chorale 

Krystle Morrissett 

Adina Lockhart 

Devian Thomas 

Jahod Silver 

 

 

“High in All the Earth” 

“He Reigns Forever” 

“My Help” 

“For Your Glory”  

“Nothing Without You” 

“Let Go” 

Intermission—10 minutes 

Award 

Glory Dancers 

NSH’s Gospel Chorale 

Marcus Blackwell 

The Martin Sisters  
 

Niyla Barr 
 

Finale  

 

Presentations 

“Anthem of Praise” 

“O Come O Come Emmanuel” 

Travis Green Medley 

 “When God is in the Building” 
 

“I Want Jesus to Walk with 

Me” 

Bishop George Searight & 

Choir 



Special Guest 
Appearances 

Made By...  

DR. ALBERT J. 

LEWIS, JR.  
HEAD ADVISOR & 

CURATOR 
 

Dr. Lewis is founder of the 

World Gospel Musical 

Association (WGMA) of 

Newark, the oldest 

organization of its kind in the 

state of New Jersey. Lewis is 

also the founder of Gospel Music Month in New Jersey. 

He is the Executive Producer and Host of the nationally 

syndicated Dr. A. Lewis Gospel Hour. In 2015, Dr. Lewis 

founded the Newark Symphony Hall Gospel Choral for the 

venue and in the same year was official named the Curator 

for the venue’s Gospel programming. 

PASTOR  

FONDREA LEWIS 
SPECIAL GUEST HOST 

 

Aside from her powerful 

preaching and teaching 

vocation, Elder Fondrea 

Lewis, is not only an 

international evangelist, but a 

gifted and anointed psalmist 

who has sung with various 

gospel-recording artists as well. She has completed her 

first musical solo project entitled "I Believe God". She is 

the loving daughter of the late Minister Catherine Pegram 

and the devoted mother of Kayla Evans -- two gems in her 

jewel case of life. Elder Lewis has recognized her 

assignment and is commissioned to lead people to a greater 

encounter with God! A place she simply calls Outpour. 



FAITH BLOCKER  

SOPRANO 
 

Faith Blocker is a member 

of Praise Temple 

Interdenominational 

Church of God, where her 

pastor is Bishop Tony 

McNeil. She is an active 

member in church, where 

she sings praise & worship 

and works with the youth 

department. Faith loves 

singing with her family, 

creating 

melodies, and setting God's 

word to song. She 

gives one hundred percent 

to all that she does and 

is faithful to those things 

that glorify God. It is her 

honor to be a part of this 

occasion.    

B
ackground V

ocalists 

When Praises 
Go Up  

Gospel Showcase 
Production Team 



JALEESA ROMERO 
ALTO 

Jaleesa studied Culinary Arts, 

Baking and Pastry at 

Middlesex County College and 

while she cooks and caters on 

the side; singing, music, and 

the arts are her passion. She 

loves spending time with her 

family and friends and serving 

at her church Faith Temple No. 

1 in East Orange. Her goal 

while singing is to make 

known and lift high the name 

of Jesus and utilize the gifts 

that God has given her. 

Currently as a background 

vocalist for LeapNHigh 

Productions as well having 

sung with prominent names in 

the Gospel music industry and 

she hopes to continue on this 

path and gain as much 

knowledge and experience as 

possible to be an expert in her 

craft. 

ALEXANDER OGBURN  

TENOR 

 

Alexander Ogburn is a 

professional singer with 

almost 20 years of 

experience in his craft. 

Like many, his base comes 

from the Church where he 

was thrown into music at 

an early age! He has since 

been Classically trained 

throughout his academic 

career including high 

school & college. Which 

has afforded him many 

opportunities around the 

world!  As well as with a 

few noted people and he 

continues to do so. It's no 

cliche "Your Gift Does 

Make Room For You!"  

FLISADAM POINTER 
PRODUCER 

 

Flisadam is a proud alumna of 

Rutgers University—New 

Brunswick’s School of 

Communication and 

Information for both her 

bachelors and is currently 

enrolled in graduate studies to 

pursue her masters degree in 

digital media. After working 

her way up from an intern, she 

is grateful to work as the 

venue’s digital marketing 

associate.  She also does 

freelance digital marketing 

consulting. In 2015, Flisadam 

launched a digital news 

platform for unsigned 

entertainers, Envert 

Entertainment ,

(www.envertentertainment.co

m), to promote music, live 

performances and more. She is 

honored to be the producer of 

this year’s Showcase and 

JERRY WILLIAMS, SR. 
MUSICAL DIRECTOR 

 

Professor Jerry C. Williams, 

Sr. was born to the late Elder 

George and Evangelist Jean 

Williams in Newark, NJ and 

was educated in the Newark 

Public School System. With 

over 20 years of experience 

beginning in 1994 at Redeemer 

Full Gospel Baptist Church, 

Professor Williams continues 

to dive deeper into all forms of 

ministry. Currently, Professor 

Williams is music master for 

the Mama Foundation for the 

Arts, Pathmark Gospel 

Competition, and Verizon How 

Sweet the Sound winners; lead 

musician for Abyssinian 

Baptist Church and First 

Hopewell Baptist Church both 

of Newark, NJ and continues 

to tour with various Gospel 

recording artists.  



ALEXIS MORGAN 

 SOPRANO 

 
Alexis attends the Community 

Church of Iselin, where Bishop 

Arthur L. Jenkins Sr., is pastor. 

The youngest of four children, 

Alexis is an alumna of Lincoln 

University, where she held the 

title of Miss Lincoln 

University. She is also a 

member of Alpha Kappa Alpha 

Sorority Incorporated. She is 

an active member in church, 

where she leads praise and 

worship and sings in the choir. 

Alexis loves spending time 

with her family, listening to 

music, acting and even 

watching or playing sports. 

She lives firmly by the 

declaration, “where you are 

right now is not your final 

destination, you're simply just 

passing through.” 

B
ackground V

ocalists 

CISELY BREEDEN 
CO-MUSICAL DIRECTOR 

Evangelist Cisely Martin-

Breeden is a graduate of Kean 

University with a degree 

in Social Work. After 

accepting the call to ministry in 

2003 she began writing. She a 

faith-based playwright and 

works as the Director of the 

Children Performing Arts 

Academy at the venue. After 

being faced with many 

adversities she created 

LeapNHigh Productions in 

2011, a family oriented theatre 

group that focuses on spreading 

the message of God’s love 

while encouraging salvation, 

repentance, and reconciliation. 

Evangelist Breeden’s motto is 

“LIVE”! She has been married 

to Tommy Breeden Sr. for 20 

years in October and is the 

mother of their 3 beautiful 

children TJ, Courtney and 

Tomias.  

TIMEKA JAMISON 
HEAD CHOREGRAPHER 

 

Timeka McLeod-Jamison is 

a graduate of Rutgers 

University—New 

Brunswick with decades of 

experience in various forms 

of dance including praise 

and worship. Her technical 

ability has awarded her the 

opportunity to travel around 

the country to do the things 

she loves; worship and 

dance. When Jamison is not 

teaching private dance 

lessons, she is helping to 

shape aspiring young 

dancers in the City of 

Newark’s public schools. A 

proud Christian, wife to 

Lamar Jamison and mother, 

she is honored to have had 

the opportunity to work with 

this evening’s ministries.  



NIYLA BARR 
LITURGICAL DANCER 

 

Niyla C. Barr is an 18 year-

old senior at Hillside High 

School. She has been 

dancing since the age of 4. 

She currently studies at 

Rahway Dance Theatre 

under the leadership of Ms. 

Lee. She is the former gold 

medal winner for the NAACP ACTSO Competition and the 

current silver medal winner. She performs modern, jazz, 

contemporary, ballet, pointe, and praise dance pieces. She 

ministers to many churches and community organizations. 

She has performed at The McDonald Gospelfest, City Hall in 

Jersey City for their Juneteenth Celebration, and Newark 

Symphony Hall.  To view Niyla’s portfolio please visit 

www.niylabarr.com. 

MARIE THOMPSON 
STAGE MANAGER 

 

After graduating with a 

bachelor’s degree in English 

from Seton Hall University, 

Marie Thompson-Rogers 

thought she wanted to become 

a lawyer that was until she 

realized that her passion was 

to work in arts at an 

organization that she can best 

use her strategic and 

production skills. Thompson-

Rogers is the venue’s events 

manager where her duties 

include production and stage 

management. For last 7 years, 

Thompson– Rogers has 

managed and booked 

hundreds of events for the 

many spaces located in 

Newark Symphony Hall. To 

book your next event at the 

venue please e-mail 

A Special 
Thank 

You  To 
Route 22 
Shoprite of 
Hillside 
for donating 
this evening’s 
decorations! 

 



THE MARTIN SISTERS 
VOCALISTS 

 

Loria Martin-Blue, Jenea Martin, and Cisely Martin-

Breeden are the Martin Sisters. They were born, raised, 

and educated in the city of Newark and have been 

singing since birth under the direction of their father 

James P. Martin. They all attended Arts High School 

where they developed their skill and passion for music. 

All college graduates working in various fields of 

education they maintain their love for this art form by 

singing praise and worship and serving in the choir at 

Faith Temple #1 in the city of East Orange, New 

Jersey, their church home where Bishop Arinzor Blue 

is pastor. The Martin sisters also use their gifts and 

anointing in their Family owned theatre company, 

LEAPNHIGH PRODUCTIONS which focuses on 

Faith Based Theatrical Productions. These sisters love 

the Lord and are honored to sing His praises. Their first 

single is scheduled to release in March 2017. Please 

save the date. 

Newark Performing Arts Corporation  
(d/b/a Newark Symphony Hall)  

Board of Directors  

 

Mr. Robert Provost, Chair  

Mr. Alfred Bundy, Vice Chair  

Dr. Marion Bolden, Treasurer  

Ms. Kelly Brennan, Esq.  

Mr. Byron Clark  

Mr. Larry Crump, Esq.  

Mr. Roosevelt Donat, Esq.  

Mr. Chip Hallock  

Ms. Donyea L. Hoffman  

Dr. John Johnson, Jr.  

Ms. Monique Jones  

Mr. Gerald Owens  

Mr. Travis Reid  

Ms. Amanda Smith  

Ms. Ayana Stafford  

Mr. R. Greg Ward  

Mr. J. Barry Washington  

Mr. Richard Wesley  

Ms. Talia Lauren Young  

 

Ex-Officio:  
Honorable Ras Baraka  

Honorable Mildred C. Crump  

Ms. Gwen Moton 

Mr. Christopher Cerf 

Ms. Margaret El  

 

Leon B. Denmark, Executive Director  



MARCUS BLACKWELL 

VOCALIST 
 

Marcus began singing in the 

church choir at the Solid Rock 

Baptist Church under the 

direction of Ms. Tracy Juanita 

Williams. Since discovering 

his passion for singing, Marcus 

has competed in various 

competitions including in the 

Drum Clinic sponsored by 

Craig & Darryl Redmond of 

Paterson, NJ, to which he took 

home 1st place. After much 

success with ministry group 

LEG4CY, which included 

competing in McDonald 

Gospelfest, Marcus chose to 

pursue ministry as a soloist. 

Marcus is currently a senior at 

the Rosa Parks School of Fine 

Performing Arts. After 

graduation, Marcus plans on 

attending a University to study 

Music as well as Physical 

Therapy.     

A Special 
Thank You  
To This 
Evening’s 
Musicians 

 

Pianist  

Professor Jerry 

Williams  

 

Guitarist (Bass) 

Anthony Boyd 

 

Drummer 

Lamar Jamison  



GLORY 

DANCERS 
LITURGICAL 

DANCERS 
 
 

In 2014, Dr. Fondrea 

L. Lewis embarked 

on a new journey in 

her ministry, 

founding The Greater 

Glory Church. With 

God’s leadership and 

direction, Pastor 

Lewis began working 

to create and 

maintain a spiritual 

environment where 

individuals would 

have the freedom to 

worship God through 

the arts. Shortly after 

the birth of The Greater Glory Church, Glory was established. 

Glory is a liturgical dance ministry comprised of believers who 

have yielded their gifts of dance, mime, and pageantry to 

transform lives. While its members have a plethora of artistic 

backgrounds and skill sets, Glory unites these individuals with a 

passion for their craft and ministry in order to consistently 

invoke the spirit of God and create unique worship experiences. 

Pairing their anointing with Pastor Lewis’ standard of excellence 

and the leadership of Dalila Benjamin, Glory makes a powerful 

impact in the body of Christ. Kerlyne Gai, Keisha Henderson, 

Jaqaysha Hutchinson, Ania Jean, Kanisha Taylor, and Nadege 

Volcy have rendered their anointing, time, and passion for the 

sake of ministry.Throughout the Bible, dance is referred to as a 

large component of praise. Therefore, Glory strives to uphold 

praise as the nucleus of their ministry. “Let them praise His name 

with dancing; Let them sing praises to Him with timbrel and 

lyre.” Psalm 149:3  

Congratulations to this 
year’s Honoree 

Bishop George C. Searight ! 
VICTORY!! 

Dr. Albert J. Lewis,  
Founder & CEO 

Dr. William A. Scaife,  
National President   

of the World Gospel Music Association 



DEVIAN THOMAS 

VOCALIST 

 
Born on June 28, 1993, 

Devian has been singing all 

of his life, first at the 

Ebenezer Baptist Church 

where he directed various 

choirs and now he currently 

is an active praise and 

worship leader and choir 

director at the Saint James 

AME Church. In 2013, he 

was a finalist in the 

McDonald's Gospelfest male 

soloist category and he also 

was runner up in the 

COOLJC Gospelfest. In 

2015 he held title of Mr. 

Plainfield after winning their 

talent competition. He is a 

faithful servant, loves to 

minister to the people of 

God and he loves the Lord.  

JAHOD SILVER 
LITURGICAL DANCER 

 

Jahod Elijah Silver is 16 years 

old and the youngest of three 

sons. His family is full of 

creativity, having an artist 

(Jonte), writer, professor 

(Mother), and minister 

(Father). Jahod frequently 

dances at church and at his 

school. He describes dancing 

as "a conversation between the 

music and his body; any music 

is a language, and as you begin 

understanding the language, 

your body and spirit translate 

the music into beautiful 

motion." He has his own 

YouTube channel that goes by 

the name of limitlessilver. 

Through his talents, he hopes 

to motivate and inspire people 

to have a sense of musicality in 

life, cherishing every little 

moment, even the detours. 

An anointed preacher, 

teacher, and psalmist, 

Bishop George C. 

Searight serves as the 

Founder and Senior 

Pastor of the Abundant 

Life Family Worship 

Church in New Brunswick, New Jersey.  Under Bishop Searight’s 

leadership, the Abundant Life Family Worship Church has 

experienced tremendous membership growth.  Abundant Life has a 

plethora of ministries that are committed to spreading the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ to the community and to the world at large.  The 

Abundant Life Family Worship Church is known for an 

Unforgettable Praise, Worship and Word experience!  Prior to its 

establishment in 1991, Bishop Searight served Bishop Donald 

Hilliard, Jr. at The Cathedral International in Perth Amboy, New 

Jersey.  Bishop Hilliard consecrated Pastor Searight to the Office 

of Bishop on June 21, 2003. Bishop received his training from the 

Bethel Bible Institute and serves as the First Vice President for the 

Covenant Ecumenical Fellowship and Cathedral Assemblies, Inc. 

under the leadership of Bishop Donald Hilliard Jr.  In August 

2004, Bishop Searight received an Honorary Doctorate Degree of 

Divinity from St. Thomas Christian College.  Bishop Searight also 

serves as Police Chaplain in the City of New Brunswick.  In 2012 

Bishop Searight was appointed to sit on the Advisory Board for the 

Joint College of Bishops’. Bishop Searight was chosen as the 

Honorary Pastor Chairperson of the 2016-2017 Light and Salt 

Hope Campaign for St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.  Bishop 

Honoree: 
Bishop 

George C. 
Searight 



KRYSTLE MORRISSETT 

VOCALIST 
 

Upon moving back to Jersey 

City, Krystle returned  to 

Vroom Street Evangelical 

Free Church (Vroom Street), 

under the leadership of Pastor 

William Sweeting. She 

trained with The Navigators 

on how to evangelize 

effectively to a dying world.  

Krystle has been singing for 

more than a decade and even 

had the wonderful privilege 

of singing in the touring play, 

“Good or Bad, That’s My 

Dad,” under the direction of 

the late Rev. Peter Winstead 

of Newark, NJ, 2007.  There 

are other rewards and 

accolades Krystle could insert 

but the only thing she would 

want people to know is she 

places her trust in The Lord. 

He’s able! 

ADINA LOCKHART 

LITURGICAL DANCER 
 

Adina Lockhart born in 

Newark, NJ, was raised by 

her mother, sister, 

stepfather, and adored 

grandfather is an Arts High 

School graduate and is 

presently studying Special 

Education at Essex County 

College. She attends Church 

of the New Covenant in East 

Orange,NJ, under Apostle 

Jeff Kearney and belongs to 

Fresh Anointing Dance 

Ministry since 2007. Adina 

has been classically trained 

in dance under Mrs. Timeka 

Jamison for over a 

decade.  She gives thanks to 

God for this gift and her 

very supportive family for 

their unwavering 

encouragement and love.  

is also privileged to be a member of the board of trustees for 

Pillar Collage of New Jersey. Bishop Searight is a renowned 

speaker on Praise and Worship and has traveled the country and 

abroad evangelizing and facilitating conferences, seminars and 

crusades.  Under George 

C. Searight Ministries, 

Bishop Searight hosts a 

Praise & Worship 

Conference, where 

hundreds gather for an 

awesome praise & 

worship 

experience.  Bishop 

George C. Searight 

authored his first book 

entitled “The Dwelling 

Place” in 2007. 

Bishop Searight has 

produced and released 

three praise and worship 

CD’s: “Amazing Grace”, 

“Designed for Praise” and 

“Make His Presence 

Known”.  He has been 

privileged to carry the 

anointing of praise and 

worship nationally and 

internationally, including 

major platforms, such as 

Trinity Broadcasting 

Network (TBN). 

Pastor Mary Searight and 

Bishop George Searight have been married since 1975.  Through 

this union, God has blessed them with two children, Erika (son-

in-love, John McClure) and George II (daughter-in-love, Nefray) 

and two grand-sons, George III and Joshua Blaze. For more 

information regarding the Abundant Life Family Worship 

Church or for booking George C. Searight Ministries, please 

visit the website at www.alfwc.org or call 732-545-3897. 

Bishop Searight and his wife 

Pastor Mary Searight 



THE NEWARK SYMPHONY HALL 

GOSPEL CHORALE 

The Newark Symphony Hall Gospel Chorale is the 

brainchild of Dr. Albert J. Lewis, founder of the World 

Gospel Music Association (WGMA). For the past five years 

Dr. Lewis, serving as Curator and Production Advisor for 

the Newark Symphony Hall Ministers Council, has put on a 

program known as “When Praises Go Up Gospel 

Showcase.” A program which gave a platform to local 

gospel talent of all kinds, as well as paid homage to noted 

gospel artists from the Greater Newark Area such as; Cissy 

Houston and Donnie Harper (to name a few),. For this 

purpose, Dr. Lewis would put together a mass choir to 

accompany the featured artists. But this choir would only 

come together once a year for this particular program. But 

Dr. Lewis, realizing what a powerfully vehicle this could be 

for spreading the gospel, got with his musical director, Min. 

Jerry Williams and they formed what is now known as The 

Newark Symphony Hall Gospel Choral. A choir made up of 

members from different denominations, but who have all 

come together for the single purpose of spreading the love 

of God and to inspire others with their music.  

When Praises 
Go Up  

Gospel Showcase 
Participants 

(in the order in which they appear) 


